
India

ISRO  successfully  launches  RISAT-
2BR1: 

ISRO successfully launches RISAT-2BR1
Photo: Newsvibesofindia.com

On  11  December,  the  Indian  Space
Research  Organisation’s  (ISRO)  Polar
Satellite  Launch  Vehicle  PSLV-C48
successfully  launched  the  satellite
RISAT-2BR1,  along  with  nine
commercial  satellites,  from  the  Satish
Dhawan  Space  Centre,  Sriharikota.  This
was an important milestone in the history
of  PSLV  by  representing  a  successful
launch of its 50th mission. RISAT-2BR1 is
a  radar  imaging  earth  observation
satellite,  and  would  provide  services  in
the  field  of  agriculture,  forestry  and
disaster  management.  The  mission  life
was expected to be 5 years. 

17th Hindustan  Times  Leadership
Summit: 

17th Hindustan Times Leadership Summit

The  17th Hindustan  Times  Leadership
Summit was held in New Delhi under the
theme  “Conversations  for  a  Better
Tomorrow”  from  6  to  7  December.  The
summit  has  grown to  become one of  the
most prestigious conferences in India, and
issues such as the importance of keeping a
democratic,  inclusive and plural  set-up of
India,  strengthening  the  economy  and
focusing  on the  environment  and  climate
crisis  were  discussed.  The  participants
comprised  of  senior  politicians,
bureaucrats,  diplomats,  business
executives, commentators and analysts. In
his inaugural address, Prime Minister Shri
Narendra  Modi  stated  that  to  achieve  a
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better  tomorrow,  the  government  was
focusing  on  districts  which  were  lagging
behind  in  many  indicators  of  health,
sanitation  and  infrastructure.  He
highlighted  that  112  districts  were  being
developed  as  Aspirational  Districts,  and
underlined that achieving a better future of
these  112  districts  would  ensure  a  better
future for the country. 

Second meeting of  National  Committee
of Gandhi@150 commemorations: 

Second  meeting  of  National  Committee  of
Gandhi@150 commemorations

On 19  December,  the  second  meeting  of
the  National  Committee  of  Gandhi@150
commemorations  was  held  at  Rashtrapati
Bhawan,  presided  over  by  President  of
India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind. Participants
of  the  meeting  included  India’s  Prime
Minister  Shri  Narendra  Modi  and  other
members  of  the  National  Committee
including  Hon’ble  Vice  President,
members  of  the  Union  Cabinet,  Chief
Ministers  of  various  states,  noted
Gandhians,  Portugal’s Prime Minister HE
Mr. Antonio Costa, who is the only foreign
Prime  Minister  to  be  a  member  of  the
Committee,  and  others.   In  his  address,
President  Kovind  complimented  the
Executive Committee for turning the 150th

anniversary  celebrations  of  the  Father  of
the Nation into a “Jan Andolan”, with PM
Modi  providing  personal  leadership  to
initiatives  like  Swachh  Bharat  and

spreading  Gandhi’s  teachings  for
protecting  the  environment  through
initiatives  such  as  working  towards
elimination of single use plastics. 

Indian States / Festivals

Maharashtra: 

Bombay Stock Exchange
Photo: Bloomberg.com

Maharashtra  is  located  in  Western  India,
and is the second-most populous state and
third-largest  state  by  area.  The  state
economy  ranks  first  among  India’s  37
states  and  union  territories  with  an
estimated  GDP  of  USD  420  billion  in
2019-2020,  and  the  state  economy  is
among the fastest-growing in  India   with
estimated  GDP growth rate  of  12% from
2018-19  to  2019-20.  Maharashtra  is  the
most  industrialized  state in  India  and has
maintained  its  leading  position  in  the
country’s  industrial  sector.  Key industries
include pharmaceuticals, biotechnology, IT
and electronics, engineering, auto, oil and
gas,  food and agro  processing,  gems and
jewellery and textiles. Moreover, the state
capital  Mumbai,  which  is  India’s  largest
city  by  population,  is  the  commercial
capital  of  India  and  has  evolved  into  a
global financial hub, being home to several
global  banking  and  financial  service
companies.  Maharashtra  has  the  largest
number of special export promotion zones
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among  all  Indian  states,  and  the  state
government has proposed development of
249  Special  Economic  Zones  (SEZs)
across  the state.  As of  January  2019, the
state had 29 operational SEZs in which the
key  segments  were  IT,  electronics  and
engineering.  Some of the major initiatives
taken  by  the  Maharashtra  government  to
promote  the  state  as  an  investment
destination  include  development  and
expansion  of  power  infrastructure  in
Mumbai  and other  cities,  development  of
IT-related  infrastructure  and  providing  of
single-window  clearance  to  all  industrial
units  to  reduce  average time required  for
establishment of such units. 

Elephanta Caves
Photo: Musement.com

In the tourism sector, the state government
has  launched  advertising  campaigns  to
attract  tourists  during  summer  vacations.
In  2017,  the  state  had  119.2  million
domestic tourist arrivals, while the number
of  foreign  tourist  arrivals  reached  5.08
million. Some of the most famous tourist
attractions  are  the  ancient  caves  and
UNESCO World Heritage Sites Elephanta
Caves near Mumbai, and the Ajanta Caves
and  Ellora  Caves  in  the  Aurangabad
district.  Other  major  tourist  attractions
include  the  capital  Mumbai  which  has
famous monuments such as the Gateway of
India,  and  hill  stations  such  as
Mahabaleshwar, Lonavala and Panchgani.

Military Literature Festival:

Military Literature Festival
Photo: Tripsavvy.com

India’s  Military  Literature  Festival  was
held  in  Chandigarh  from  13  to  15
December.  The  festival  gathered
participants  such  as  top  Indian  and
international  defence  experts,  historians,
authors,  poets,  publishers  and  media
personalities,  and  showcased  the  strength
of the armed forces through literature, art,
music,  photography,  seminars  and
discussions. One of the aims of the festival
was  to  highlight  the  important  military
history of Punjab. 

India Craft Week:

India Craft Week
Photo: Tripsavvy.com

The India  Craft  Week  was  held  in  Delhi
from  4  to  8  December.  The  festival
celebrated  the  country’s  handicrafts  and
artisans,  and  brought  together  craftsmen
and  designers  who  exhibited  craft
installations  and  engaged  in  workshops,
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live demonstrations and discussions. Also,
luxury  handmade  products,  made  in  a
sustainable  and  ethical  way,  were
showcased and sold at the festival. 

International  commercial  &
business activities in India 

ASSOCHAM  Centenary  Foundation
Celebration Day: 

PM Modi at ASSOCHAM centenary celebration event

On 20 December, the Associated Chambers
of  Commerce  and  Industry  of  India
(ASSOCHAM)  celebrated  its  Centenary
Foundation Celebration Day in New Delhi.
ASSOCHAM was established in 1920 by
chambers representing all regions of India,
and  aims  to  create  a  conducive
environment  for  Indian  business  to
compete  globally.  The  event  gathered
leaders  from  the  corporate  world,
diplomats  and  others.  In  his  inaugural
speech  at  the  event,  Prime  Minister  Shri
Narendra Modi stated that making India a 5
trillion US dollar economy was achievable,
and  that  the  country  had  implemented
fundamental  changes in the past five years
to achieve this target.  He emphasized that
the  government  would  invest  100  lakh
crore  rupees  in  the  infrastructural  sector
and 25 lakh crore rupees in the rural sector
to provide support  in  reaching the target,
and  highlighted  that  the  government  was
building the Indian economy on two strong
pillars of formalization and modernization.

India-Norway:

India’s  Minister  of  State  for  External
Affairs  Muraleedharan  meets
Norwegian FM Søreide: At  the margins
of the 14th Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM)
Foreign Ministers Meeting which was held
in Madrid, Spain from 15 to 16 December,
India’s  Minister  of  State  for  External
Affairs  Shri  V.  Muraleedharan  met
Norwegian  Foreign  Minister  Ms.  Ine
Eriksen Søreide on 16th December.  Several
issues  of  cooperation  such  as  energy,
climate  change,  higher  education,  R&D
and  innovation,  S&T,  cultural  exchanges
and  tourism  were  discussed.  In  addition,
they  discussed  on  promotion  of  blue
economy and ocean issues.   

MoS  for  External  Affairs  V.  Muraleedharan  and
Norwegian FM Ine Eriksen Søreide
Photo: Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Action plan for India  strategy:  On 17
December,  the  Norwegian  Ministry  of
Foreign Affairs  published an  Action  plan
for the period 2019-2022 for follow-up of
the Norwegian Government’s  strategy for
cooperation  with  India,  “Norway-India
2030”,  which  was  launched in  December
2018.  The  action  plan  consisted  of  47
points  of  action  in  areas  including  (i)
democracy and a rules-based world order,
(ii)  oceans,  (iii)  energy,  (iv)  climate  and
environment,  and  (v)  research,  higher
education and global health.

__________________________________________________________
Embassy of India, Niels Juels gate 30, 0244 Oslo                           Newsletter for December 2019
Tel. 24115923; e-mail. commerce@indemb.no                                                                            

                                               4


